
“When we built this, I was think-
ing of my dream home,” says de-
veloper Leona Melia, standing
at the small bridge over the riv-
er Glin that leads into the
0.54-acre grounds of Westerly
House. This stunning contem-
porary house of 375sq m
(4,036sq ft), surrounded by pri-
vate, mature woodlands, is in-
deed straight out of a dream,
and as you step into it you feel as
if you’re floating in ultra-luxuri-
ous space.

Westerly House is the pièce
de résistance in Glinbury, a de-
velopment of 12 houses just off
Whitechurch Road in Rathfarn-
ham, built, and restored in plac-
es, by Melia and her husband
and business partner, Eddie
O’Connor. It’s a mix of contem-
porary houses and a restored
19th-century lodge that was
most likely the home of the own-
er of a water mill that once
stood on the river. Glinbury
may be in a busy suburban set-
ting, but the only sounds you’ll
hear are birds singing, the gen-
tle flow of the river Glin and
maybe the odd thwack in the dis-
tance as a golfer tees off at
Grange golf course across the
road.

Before we enter the house,
Melia brings me along the river
walk, which is part of the
grounds, up to a seated area
with a firepit overlooking a
weir, the only thing that seems
to be rushing in this peaceful
setting. The route takes us past
the purpose-built yoga studio
adjoining the house, and along-
side the gardens, landscaped by
Paul Crossan, with specimen
trees such as cycad, maple, bon-
sai, ilex and juniper. Tucked
away on its own bank of the riv-
er, Westerly House exudes tran-
quillity.

The front porch is behind a
line of tall cedar slats, allowing
commanding views while sit-
ting in the porch, without being
on view yourself. Everything in
Westerly House is tall, from the
6m double-height entrance hall
and atrium-style hallway to the
3m ceilings and high doors and
the 6m-tall crafted dark-oak
panellingin the hall. Theexpert-
ly engineered state-of-the art
cantilevered staircase features
a glass balustrade and con-
cealed handrail, seeming to
float in the open space. Under-
neath the stairs is an indoor gar-
den that brings the outside in.

The livingroom is designed
to tie in with the kitchen, and
kitchen designers Pedini have
matched the boiserie walls in

both rooms to create flow. The
tall picture windows all have
concealed box blinds, and the
sliding pocket doors between
the rooms allow for opening
out the spaces or keeping every-
thing separate as needed.

No expense has been spared

in the craftsmanship, from the
burnt-larch panelling to the
leather upholstered cabinets in
the livingroom to the Noir De-
sir sink in the guest loo, which
Melia assures me is the priciest
wash-hand basin in Ireland.

The kitchen is a chef’s

dream, with matt-lacquered fur-
niture, stone worktops, an inte-
grated stone sink, sleek metal
shelves, an extra-wide
fridge-freezer and a huge cen-
tral island, with Quooker tap,
flip-up sockets and an Italian ex-
tractor hood, and all the work-

space you (or your chef) need to
knock up gourmet dinners for
your guests. The Siemens appli-
ances, cooking facilities and cof-
fee machine are suspended in a
floating frame – not something
you would see in every kitchen.

But perhaps you would rath-

er not do the messy cooking in
front of your guests. Never fear:
behind a subtly concealed door
in the boiserie panel is a second
service kitchen, mirroring the
main one but on a more com-
pact scale.

There are matt-lacquered

doors, stone worktops and a big
Blanco stainless-steel sink,
loads of storage, a tall larder
with interior drawers and an ad-
ditional fridge-freezer. Behind
the service kitchenis a wine con-
noisseur’s paradise: a full wine
store with a controlled mul-

ti-zone wine cabinet by Caple.
Also downstairs is a large of-

fice with ample workspace and
storage for two people to work
harmoniously side by side. It’s
painted in attractive charcoal
and mustard shades, an anti-
dote to the usual drab grey you
would associate with the office.
Comfortable Italian office
chairs finish the job nicely.
There’s an ample utility room
opening out to the back patio,
and a plant room containing a
heat-recovery system, hot-wa-
ter tank and all your smart
home data, wifi and electrical
equipment.

Going up the cantilevered
stairs, you get a good view of the
huge feature chandelier by
Hicken Lighting, with no fewer
than 42 bulbs. There are three
large double bedrooms on the
first floor, and the fourth bed-
room is on the second floor. All
have en suites and enviable
wardrobe and dressing space
along with room for extra-large
beds.

The main bedroom has
ful l -height Pianca
walk-through wardrobes done
in Bourgogne oak with grey
matt glass doors. Your clothes
will find the perfect home here,
with steel shoe racks, drawers,
pull-down rails and even
pop-out hangers.

Bedrooms two and four also
have large Pianca wardrobes,
with a TV and media area, while
bedroom three has a walk-in
wardrobe finished in cashmere
matt material. One bedroom
has a large private balcony look-
ing out to the back, while the
top-floor bedroom has a balco-
ny commanding lovely views
over the river.

Outside is a private grassy
side garden and a large patio
with barbecue area. A path
winds up from the patio to the
spacious yoga studio, which has
large sliding doors opening on
to the riverfront; there’s an en
suite shower room and sauna
here too. Calm and tranquillity
are built in.

A contemporary house like
this could easily feel cold and
clinical, but the emphasis on
natural materials and the close
connection with the sylvan set-
ting makes Westerly House a
warm and attractive prospect.
Melia is most proud of the
craftsmanship and attention to
detail that has gone into the
property. “I’d move in myself if
I could,” she says.

Whoever does move into this
property will certainly feel that
they are living the dream.

Westerly House has a an A2
Ber rating and is for sale
through agent Hooke & Mac-
Donald, seeking ¤2.45 million.

Residential
Property
Tranquil, ultra-modern Rathfarnham
home in sylvan setting for ¤2.45m

YourTrusted Property Advisors.

20-21 Upper Pembroke Street, Dublin 2 residential@ie.knightfrank.com+353 1 634 2466 www.knightfrank.ie PSR REG. NO. 001880

A meticulously maintained detached family home laid out over
two floors that is flooded with natural light. Presented in turnkey
condition, this spacious home is set on approx. 0.25 acres of
exceptionally private gardens and is within close proximity to
Dalkey village.

Heatherfield Lodge, 5 Barnhill Road,
Dalkey

Approx. 246 sq. m. / 2,648 sq. ft.

€1,950,000

Agents: Tara Jerman / Peter Kenny

BERNo: 116389297ViewingStrictlybyAppointment
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An impressive Georgian residence (c.1815) that has been fully
refurbished throughout. No. 10 has been reconfigured into three
separate apartments yet retains its potential to be converted
back into a single-family dwelling together with a fully renovated
2 bed mews to the rear of approx. 112 sq. m. / 1,200 sq. ft.

10 Herbert Place

Approx. 279 sq. m. / 3,003 sq. ft.

€2,700,000

BERNo: Exempt
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Approx. 460 sq. m. / 4,951 sq. ft.

A classic red brick Edwardian residence designed for the growing
family, a stone’s throw from Herbert Park. Built c. 1910 by GT
Crampton, the property has been substantially extended and
upgraded, including a media room, gym and a state of the art
kitchen / dining / family area.

26 Herbert Park,
Ballsbridge

€5,000,000

Agents: Peter Kenny / Tara Jerman

BERNo: ExemptViewingStrictlybyAppointment
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An exceptionally unique own door duplex apartment presented
in very good decorative order throughout benefiting from a
substantial first floor living space with terrace overlooking the
communal courtyard. On site porter and secure underground
parking space.

Courtyard 1, Adelaide Square
Whitefriar Street

Approx. 104 sq. m. / 1,120 sq. ft.

€680,000

Agents: Annemarie Murphy / Guy Craigie

BERNo: 107171852ViewingStrictlybyAppointment
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This dreamy and luxurious home comes with yoga studio and sauna and is accessed by a bridge over the river Glin
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